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would always feel justified in striking out against Jews. His way of handling
the problem was to withdraw. He did not confront Avimelech, but he was also
not obsequious. He had said to Avimelech, "Why are you coming to me? You
hate me." His way of handling anti-Semitism was to always make sure to have
wealth and position, and never openly confront an anti-Semite. He knew that

when people need Jews, they will put up with them.

Yitzchak knew that things change, and his way of dealing with anti-Semitism
may not work always, that sometimes protests are in order, and sometimes even
physical violence is needed. Yitzchak never thought that Yaacov would be
capable of protesting or organizing a defense to save himself or his family. He
favored Esau over Yaacov because he felt Esau was more capable of causing
the Jewish people to survive in a cruel anti-Jewish world. He was wrong,
because Yaacov proved that he knew how to protest when later he did so
against his father-in-law, Laban. Upon returning to Israel after 20 years, he
organized a defense when he thought Esau was going to attack him. True, he
preferred quiet diplomacy, but if that would not prevail, he was prepared to use

other means as well.
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It is difficult to know when to use what means. Sometimes, we must use quiet
diplomacy, sometimes we must organize protests, and sometimes we must be
prepared to defend ourselves physically. Esau could not be a leader of the
Jewish people because all he knew was violence or assimilation. Yaacov could
be a leader because he always tried quiet diplomacy, gifts, persuasion, and
protests, and only after all these failed would he think of organizing a defense
and pursuing violence. Not always are the tried and true methods correct.
Quiet diplomacy would not work on Hitler, and only because of boycotts and
protest and quiet diplomacy did Soviet Russia allow a few tens of thousands of

Jews to leave.

We are soon to celebrate Chanukah, and will recall the Maccabees who had no
choice. They had to use violence. Judaism was threatened. The time for quiet
diplomacy had passed. Jews would be killed if they did not become pagans.
They were killed for keeping Shabbat and studying Torah. The Temple was
desecrated. The only appropriate response at that time was violence, a revolt.
We laud the actions of the Maccabees because that was the right response at
that time. Antiochus could not be swayed. If the Maccabees had not revolted,
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Judaism would have been lost, and we and our descendants would all today be

pagans.

In our day, the Arabs only began to think of peace when Israel had such a
strong army that they knew they could never defeat Israel militarily. Let us all
hope and pray that we will not seek to end anti-Semitism through assimilation,
as Esau was thinking to do, or by violence alone, as he also had wanted to do.
Rather, we will always imitate the steps of Yaacov and realize that all
approaches are valid, but that first we must always try diplomacy, pointing out
the economic advantages for peace, and always choosing the appropriate means
to protect our people, always realizing that conditions are constantly changing.
We, on the other hand, though, must not believe that things have changed when

they have not changed.

May we always make the right decisions so that the Jewish people will thrive
and continue to grow. May we have the insight, stamina, and strength to
recognize the problem, confront it, and choose a correct course of action so that

we and our children's children will always be secure. May we do this so the
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Mashiach will come quickly in our day. Amen.
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How should a Jew respond to evil directed at our people? What methods should
a Jew employ to confront this hatred, intimidation, manipulation, and violence?
Should a Jew do anything at all, or should he just sit back and say that G-d will

take care of everything?

We know that when the Jews left Egypt, they were trapped on a peninsula
jutting out into the Red Sea with the Egyptian army pursuing them. Different
groups within the Jewish people responded to this threat in different ways.
Some said, "Let us return to Egypt.” Some said, "Let us commit suicide.”
Some said, "Let us protest.” Others said, "Let us go forward into the waters."
Each group could make its case, but none of them were right. Moshe told them
all to be quiet and to see the salvation of Hashem. G-d then caused a strong
east wind to blow all night, and the sea became a dry land, and the waters were
for them a wall on the right and a wall on the left. The Jewish people were to
move forward into the sea. The rabbis explain that the people were unsure that
the waters would split; Nachshon Ben Aminodov had to go up to his neck until
it was apparent to everyone that the waters had split. Sometimes danger comes
from the right, and sometimes from the left, and we have to know how to

handle it. Our response may vary from generation to generation, and while
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instinct must prevail to a great degree, we must judge each situation on its

merits.

After all, during the time of Yishayahu, King Cheeskeeyahu was told by
Yishayahu not to give up even though the Assyrians had besieged Jerusalem for
many months, and the situation looked hopeless. Cheeskeeyahu followed
Yishayahu's advice, and an unusual occurrence happened which caused the

Assyrian army to flee. The city was saved.

In the time of Yirmeeyahu, King Tzeedkeeyahu was told to surrender to the
Babylonians. The situation was hopeless. Tzeedkeeyahu did not listen to

Yirmeeyahu, and not only was Jerusalem captured but the Temple was burned.
We all know that Jewish law is case law, that every case is different, and that
how we determine the law depends upon the circumstances. We also know that

life constantly changes.

What is good in one situation may be bad in another. For example, in our day,
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two Orthodox groups, the Naturei Karta and the Satmer, still have not
recognized the State of Isracl. They feel the State of Israel is a blasphemy
because human beings created it, and especially because the human beings who
created it were not particularly observant of Jewish law. They feel G-d has to

send the Messiah on a white horse to create it.

This flies in the face of all Jewish tradition. We pray in the Shemone Esrah
that G-d give us a Parnassah, a way of making a living, but we do not sit home
waiting for G-d to find us work. We also pray that G-d give us good health,
but this does not mean that we do not go to doctors. We pray that G-d will
restore the Jewish people to the land of Israel, but this does not mean that we
should not attempt it. Of course, in the Middle Ages, to attempt such a thing
would have been suicide. Only a few individuals were allowed to go to Israel,
but mass immigration would be met by an army and we would have been
slaughtered. In the Middle Ages, we could not go up to Israel. We had to wait
for G-d to help us. G-d did help us. We obtained the Balfour Declaration.
Seven empires who coveted the land of Israel were destroyed: Turkish,

Russian, Austrian-Hungarian, German, Italian, French, and British. The
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League of Nations confirmed our right to have a Jewish homeland; so did the
United Nations. We also were able to obtain the weapons to fight for it. The

Satmer and Naturei Karta refuse to change. Halachically, they are on very thin
ice; they say they are waiting on G-d, as they did in the past. They say things

have not changed.

In order to determine what our actions should be in the future, we must ask
ourselves, has there been a change? Should our response to the current
situation be different? If there has been no change, then, of course, we
continue on our present course. If there has been a change, we should alter our

response.

We know that in our day, that the whole issue vis-a-vis Arafat and the PLO is,
"Have they really changed? Do they really want peace?” If so, then Rabin,
Barak, and Peres are right. If they have not changed, then the Likud and other

nationalist parties are right. Our response depends on the circumstances.

This explains why, in the Torah portion Toldos, Yitzchak wanted to give the
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blessing to Esau and not to Yaacov. Yitzchak was a passive man. When he
was confronted with overt anti-Semitism and hatred, he did not respond; he just
left. When famine wasted Israel, he was commanded to remain in the land of
Israel, so he went to modern-day Gaza. There, he obtained some land and
became very wealthy. The Philistines became jealous of him and even
Avimelech, who had invited him, said, "Go out from us because you have

become too mighty and too rich.”

This is the pattern of anti-Semitism which has repeated itself over and over
again throughout Jewish history. First, the rulers of a country invite the Jews
in, and then when the Jews succeed, the rulers become very angry and expel us
and harass us and hound us. We Jews were invited into Poland and for 500
years, until 1648, had a wonderful life there. Then the Cossacks, who were
Greek Orthodox, rebelled under the leadership of Chelminitsky against their
overlords, the Catholic Poles. The Cossacks killed one-third of the Jews of
Poland, and Poland lost lots of their territory because of this rebellion. The
Poles, under Jesuit influence, blamed the Jews, and since then Jewish life in

Poland has been filled with virulent anti-Semitism.
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Yitzchak responded to Avimelech by leaving. He went into the Negev and dug
wells. The people of Gaza, hearing about this, came after him in the Negev,
claiming that these wells were theirs. Once again, Yitzchak did not protest; he
just left and dug other wells further out in the Negev. Once again, the people
from Gaza came against him, and claimed these wells were theirs. Yitzchak
once again left his second set of wells, and dug a third set of wells, and he
named this site Rechovot, which means ample. He hoped that by so doing the

Gazans would see there was room for everyone.

Avimelech, the King of Gaza, now saw that everything Yitzchak did was
successful, and he came to see Yitzchak. Yitzchak said, "Why do you come to
me? You hate me. You sent me out from your midst.” Avimelech told him,
"Listen, if we wanted to do bad with you, we would not have sent you out; we
would have killed you. Let us make a treaty of peace between you and us."
Yitzchak knew, however, that this was not the end of the story. He knew that
this Jew hatred had not ended with the treaty he made with Avimelech. He
knew that his children would have to face it. He knew that people always

would envy Jewish success and hold in contempt Jewish ideas, and that they




